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The official publication of the Winchester Trails 
Maintenance Association 

Upcoming events 

June  2017 
 

7 - Board Meeting 7 PM  clubhouse  

18 - Happy Father's Day! 

20 - First day of Summer 

26 - MUD #9 Meeting 7 PM District bldg 

July 2017 
 

4 - Independence Day celebration  

24 - MUD #9 Meeting 7 PM District bldg 

Hello Trails Residents, 
 

Since the last newsletter, we retired the Marquee. The stand was falling and in need of repair. Our county Sheriff 
requested we move the sign as it created a blind spot for drivers coming out of Great Plains onto Rio Grande. 
Now the question is, do we replace the marquee, and what type of sign should be used? The information that 
was displayed is still available on the website and the front page of every newsletter. If you have suggestions or 
can assist, contact a Board member via email or phone. If you prefer the Marquee, we need to hear from you. 
 

There are two large projects the Board is currently working. One project is to replace all the pea gravel concrete 
along the pathways, around the clubhouse/pool and the sidewalk out to the tennis courts. The second project 
has to do with replacing the tennis courts. Over the last six to twelve years, we resurfaced the courts in an effort 
to contain the cost associated with a major renovation. We have contacted a number of contractors, and they 
have all recommended rebuilding the courts. Not having a contractor on the Board means we use some of 
PCMI’s engineering resources. Both of these projects are off to a slow start. The delay is due to the opening 
pool season and other smaller tasks that are wrapping up.   
 

The last item I wanted to mention is the area of play equipment located by the tennis courts. MUD #9 owns 
and fully supports the playground area. They recently finished repainting, sanding and repairing all the equip-
ment. Children will love it, and I hear we may even get a cover over it. That would be fantastic! MUD #9 comes 
through again! In addition to the playground, we were able to finish the new tables and benches. We hope some 
of you can get out and enjoy these facilities. 
 

If you have any questions, email or call a Board member.  We do want to hear from you.  Until next time, 
 

Happy Trails,  
 

Ron Matthews 

Join us for our Independence Day celebration!   
 

On Tuesday, July 4th, join us in front of the clubhouse at 9:45 AM ready for a parade. We’ll be at 
the pool for games and lunch after. 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Clubhouse Rentals 
  Ana Garza-Ibarra (voicemail returned w/in 24 hrs ) 

 ........................................................................ 281-970-2087 

eBlast  
  Susie Mallory ............................eblast@winchestertrails.com 

Garage Sale 
  Open ................................. garagesale@winchestertrails.com 

Newsletter 
  Mary Gwynne ..................  newsletter@winchestertrails.com 

Pool 
  Ron Matthews ...........................  pool@winchestertrails.com 

Security 
  Jim Malone .. security@winchestertrails.com or 281-890-3803 

Social Committee 
  Open .........................................social@winchestertrails.com 

Stork  
  Dana Hong ................................. stork@winchestertrails.com 

Tennis Committee 
  Open ........................................ tennis@winchestertrails.com 

Website and Directory Editor 
  Melissa Zmerzlikar ............... directory@winchestertrails.com 

Welcoming 
  Linda van Zuilekom ............. welcome@winchestertrails.com 

Yard of the Month 
  Suzanne Queen .......................... yom@winchestertrails.com 

MAINTENANCE ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS 

Ian McCrory ......................... president@winchestertrails.com  
Ron Matthews ...... info@winchestertrails.com or 832.878.1005  
Jim Malone ................................................... 281-890-3803 or  
security@winchestertrails.com 
Paulette Laurant ..................... secretary@winchestertrails.com 
Danette Isaacs ........................ treasurer@winchestertrails.com  

MUD #9 OFFICERS 

Jeff Ottmann, President .....................................  281-469-1465 
Wayne Wilcox, Vice President .........................   281-894-6233  
Kevin Ancell, Secretary ......................................281-894-6476 
Jim Giese, Assistant Secretary ............................281-890-5207 
Steve Sheeran, Director .....................................  281-312-7183 

Severn Trent—PCMI (Trails management company)   

 ..........................................................................281-870-0585 

Sheriff (Non-emergency)  ....................................713-221-6000 
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Do you or any of your neighbors need this newsletter  to 
be delivered to your mailbox? 
Call Mary Gwynne at 832-541-5697 to have your name and 
address added to the list of those receiving this newsletter in 
their mailboxes. 

Teenage Job Seekers 
 

B P Y O H Name Birthday Phone 
 

B P  O  Atchison, Abigail*,*** 10/98 832-205-0830  
B P   H Bennick, Madelyn 08/98 832-474-3630 
 P Y O H Bischoff, Lucas 5/99 281-686-5582 
B P   H Fortner, Riley*,** 01/99 713-492-7410 
 P   H Gwynne, Drew 07/99 281-477-3420 
B     Rucker, Rachel+ 06/00 713-301-1871 
B P    Smith, Tiffany 8/98 281-807-3838 
 

Attention Teen Job Seekers! 
To be added or deleted from these service lists,  

please email Melissa Zmerzlikar at  
directory@winchestertrails.com.  

At age 19, you will automatically be dropped. 
 

B=Baby-sitting P=Pet-sitting Y=Yardwork  
O=Odd Jobs H=House-sitting 

 
(*)=Red Cross Certified (**)=CPR Certified 
(***)=First Aid Certified (+)=Red Cross, CPR and 
First Aid certified 
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Green Thumb Corner 
 

Our lawns are beginning to show vigorous growth as the weather warms up after a mild spring season and are look-
ing quite green after some welcome rain at the end of last month, but maybe we should review the main points of 
lawn care to maintain good health and color and to choke out the weeds. There are some differences among the ex-
perts regarding frequency of feeding (some say three times a year, others say four), but they all agree on a first feed-
ing in spring (as soon as the grass starts to green-up) and a final feeding in October to maintain root system health 
through the winter. During the summer months, my preference is two light feedings - one around May/June and 
one in July/August, because frequent light feedings are less likely to "burn" the grass than a single heavy application 
of fertilizer. Always make sure that the fertilizer is well watered in, and this is particularly true in hot and dry condi-
tions. 
 

The recommended lawn food for St. Augustine grass in this region is 15-5-10 or something close to it. The numbers 
represent the percentages of the three main plant nutrients, which are, respectively, Nitrogen (makes green foliage), 
Phosphorus (for blooms and stems) and Potassium (for overall vigor). Note that the three percentages do not add up 
to 100% - the rest of the bag is just "filler". There are also a dozen or more required micronutrients, but the only one 
to worry about is iron; the application of an iron supplement (such as Ironite) is very beneficial for grass, shrubbery 
and flower beds because our clay soil is naturally alkaline and needs something to balance the pH. 
 

Set your mower for two inches height for St. Augustine, to protect roots from the sun (a bit lower for Bermuda), and 
try to cut a half to one inch of grass blade each time you mow; ideally, do not cut more than one third of the leaf 
surface. Try to catch the clippings for the compost heap, because if left on the lawn they can cause a thatch build-up. 
Another good approach is to use a mulching mower that reduces the clippings to a size that allows quick decompo-
sition and returns the nutrients directly to the soil. 
 

It takes some dedication to spend a lot of time out there in the hot sun, so try to make it easier by working in the rel-
ative cool of early morning or late evening, and don't forget to cover up for protection against sunburn. 
 

Summer heat also provides good conditions for ticks and fleas to proliferate, so don't forget to spread pesticide gran-
ules on the lawn and shrubbery beds every six weeks, or use one of the newer products that claim to remain active 
for a full season. This will also control chinch bugs, which are likely to be chewing on the roots and producing nasty 
brown patches of dead grass. 
 

If your spring annuals are past their best, don't hesitate to pull them up and replace with fresh plants. Or plant seeds 
of quick-growing varieties (such as zinnia, marigold, petunia and portulaca) to provide color until late fall. Bear in 
mind that when your impatiens plants get too "leggy" you can cut them back and obtain a second showing for late 
summer and fall; just keep them well watered. And if you would like your own display of bluebonnets next spring, 
now is the time to sow seed (actually, anytime between now and January). 
 

Other things to do in June and July..... Keep up the weeding and cultivation, and replenish mulch. Water thorough-
ly, especially azaleas and camellias, but remember that geraniums and bougainvillea prefer fairly dry soil. Keep 
pinching back chrysanthemum shoots to encourage branching for more blooms in the fall. With climbing roses, cut 
out the oldest canes and dead wood after the main blossom period, when it is easier to distinguish between old and 
new wood. Bloom is produced on new growth, so next year's blossoms may be reduced if pruning is delayed. Feed 
lightly and water heavily. For bush roses, continue normal grooming as flowers are cut; cut back stems to just above 
an outside bud, and keep the center of the bush open. 
 

Strawberries should be fed with a balanced fertilizer (such as 12-24-12) after harvest. Mulch well. At this time of year 
you may be harvesting a range of vegetables including carrots, squash, tomatoes and peppers, but there's not much 
new planting to be done except maybe some succession plantings of beans.  The vegetable garden starts to look a bit 
sad as we get into July, except for peppers, okra and eggplant, all of which seem to thrive in the heat as long as you 
keep them well watered. 
 

Prich8935@aol.com 
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Yard of  the Month 

 Art and Cindy Formas 
 10611 Bent Spur Court  

 

Congratulations! 
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Property crime report 
April/May 2017 

According to the reports by the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office, published on 
http://www.CrimeReports.com, property crimes 
reported in the Winchester Trails neighborhood 
during the months of April and May 2017 are as 
follows: 
 
Theft—Crazy Horse 
 
Please report anything suspicious to the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Department at 713-221-6000. 

We have some new Trails residents! 
 
David and Kathrin Morgan are new Winchester Trails residents on Wagon Trail. Their 
children are Avaree and Aidan.  
 
Taylor and Mark Appling are new residents on Hondo Hill. They have two dogs, Piper 
and Chewie, and they are both attorneys that work in the Energy Corridor. 



Winchester Trails  www.winchestertrails.com

Copyright © 2017 WCT Winchester Trails Trail Writer—June/July 2017  

Page 6 

 

Improvements in Winchester Trails 
 

The Trails HOA Board and all residents would like to send our thanks to the MUD #9 District.  The Board 
members of our water district continue to do what's best for our area, and we appreciate all their efforts. 
Thank you MUD for all maintenance and improvements of the playground area.  

MUD will review the pricing on a cover for the playground, and future meetings will discuss whether this ex-
pense can be carried. 

In addition, a new fence has been erected at Hoot Owl. 

The Board recently notified the residents by eblast of maintenance on the sidewalks along Rio Grande. Please 
take extra time so that everyone can get around these areas safely. 

Again, a HUGE THANK YOU from all Trails residents! 
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New Teenagers - Happy 13th! 
 
06/29 - Dwayne Sloan 
07/02 - Elliana Dendy 
07/23 - Wesley Wheeler 
 

New Drivers - Happy 16th! 
 
07/08 - Landon Martin 
07/23 - Daniel Wheelock 
 

New Voters - Happy 18th! 
 
07/13 - Drew Gwynne 
07/24 - David Cordero 
 

New Adults - Happy 21st! 
 
06/03 - Audrey Wood 
07/07 - Sean Grange 
07/07 - Emily Hickey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Happy 5th Anniversary! 
 
07/04 - David & Jessica McHale 
07/14 - Ramon & Larrisa Cardenas 
 
Happy 20th Anniversary! 
 
06/10 - Haka & RosalRina Abdel-Khaleq 
 

Happy 30th Anniversary! 
 
07/11 - John Gray & Uti Pieters-Gray 
07/18 - Danny & Maria Bowen 
07/18 - David & Marlene Gafrick 
07/25 - Paul & Pat Powell 
07/25 - Steve & Stephanie Sheeran 
07/26 - Kenneth & Sayuri Clement 
 

Happy 35th Anniversary! 
 
06/12 - David & Jennifer Cargill 
07/31 - Richard & Linda Turner 
 

Happy 40th Anniversary! 
 
06/25 - Karl & Dawn Smith 
07/23 - David & Deenie Ricke 

 

Melissa Z directory@winchestertrails.com 

DISCLAIMER:  Articles in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Win-
chester Trails Board, Committee or volunteers (known as WCT). WCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles whether drafted by Board members, committees or volunteers.  Every effort will be made to provide correct and updated 
information, and while WCT takes no responsibility, it will help with efforts to correct misprints. 
Under no circumstances shall WCT be held for incidental or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish in a timely manner. 
Federal Copyright Laws prohibit the reproduction of previously published materials which include newspaper articles, magazine 
articles, and web page articles without the original author’s expressed written consent. Please do not submit articles which are in 
violation of this law.  
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Milestones 


