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Holiday in the Trails
Thanks to Mitzi Costello and all of the great volunteers, we had a great visit with Santa and our Winchester Trails neighbors at the annual Christmas party in the clubhouse!

Upcoming events
December 2017
12 - Happy Hanukkah!
16 - "Holiday in the Trails"
Pictures and
cookies with Santa 6PM - 8:30 PM
19 - MUD #9 Meeting 7 PM at the District
bldg
21 - Winter begins

January 2018
1 - Happy New Year!
1 - 5 - CFISD Student Holiday
8 - CFISD classes resume
15 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day/CFISD Student Holiday

22 - 29 - CFISD Student Holiday
25 - Merry Christmas!
26 - Happy Kwanzaa!
31 - New Year's Eve
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OMMITTEE
CHAIRS
C OM M I T TE E CC
HA
IR S
Clubhouse Rentals
Ana Garza-Ibarra (voicemail returned w/in 24 hrs )
........................................................................281-970-2087
eBlast
Open .........................................eblast@winchestertrails.com
Garage Sale
Diane Brinkmeyer ............. garagesale@winchestertrails.com
Newsletter
Mary Gwynne .................. newsletter@winchestertrails.com

Pool
Jim Lewandowski ...................... pool@winchestertrails.com
Security
Ron Matthews ...................... security@winchestertrails.com

832.878.1005
Social Committee
Open .........................................social@winchestertrails.com
Stork
Dana Hong................................. stork@winchestertrails.com
Tennis Committee
Open ........................................ tennis@winchestertrails.com

Teenage Job Seekers
BP YOH

Name

Birthday

Phone

P YOH
BP
H
B

Bischoff, Lucas
Fortner, Riley*,**
Rucker, Rachel+

5/99
01/99
06/00

281-686-5582
713-492-7410
713-301-1871

Attention Teen Job Seekers!
To be added or deleted from these service lists,
please email Melissa Zmerzlikar at
directory@winchestertrails.com.
At age 19, you will automatically be dropped.
B=Baby-sitting P=Pet-sitting Y=Yardwork
O=Odd Jobs H=House-sitting
(*)=Red Cross Certified (**)=CPR Certified
(***)=First Aid Certified (+)=Red Cross, CPR and
First Aid certified

Website and Directory Editor
Melissa Zmerzlikar ...............directory@winchestertrails.com
Welcoming
Linda van Zuilekom .............welcome@winchestertrails.com
Yard of the Month
Suzanne Queen .......................... yom@winchestertrails.com

MAINTENANCE ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS
Ian McCrory ......................... president@winchestertrails.com
Ron Matthews security@winchestertrails.com or 832.878.1005
Jim Lewandowski ........................ pool@winchestertrails.com
Paulette Laurant ..................... secretary@winchestertrails.com
Danette Isaacs ........................ treasurer@winchestertrails.com

MUD #9 OFFICERS
Kevin Ancell, President ................ kancell@ancellenergy.com
281-894-6476
Wayne Wilcox, Vice President ......... wwilcox2@comcast.net
281-894-6233
Jim Giese, Assistant Secretary .......... james.giese@yahoo.com
281-890-5207
Steve Sheeran, Director .............. steve.sheeran@outlook.com

281-312-7183
Sheriff (Non-emergency) ....................................713-221-6000
Inframark—PCMI (Trails mgmt.) ......................281-870-0585
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Introducing Jim Lewandowski, Winchester Trails HOA Board Member
Jim and his wife Theresa have lived in Winchester Trails for 6 years. He spent 25 years in the United States Navy, retiring in 1994. He has a Bachelor’s of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Texas and
MSSM from University of Southern California. He was an independent contractor for the San Diego UnionTribune newspaper and an employee of the Houston Chronicle. He enjoys watching sports, walking, reading,
and playing some computer games.
Did anyone see the street sweepers in the Trails last month? They were actually here. Turns out our new HOA
Board member was the only one who knew to follow-up on street sweepers going into subdivisions. A big "thank
you" to Jim! Check out the photo of Jim and the actual street sweeper evidence. We appreciate his help and look
forward to his many contributions.
Welcome, Jim!
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The Trails Walker
On Sunday morning, I went to get kolaches at 5:30am. When driving down Great Plains, I turned left onto Rio
Grande to exit the Trails. Exactly as I was turning, a man stepped back up on the curb. Had he not done that, I
probably would have hit him. I stopped there for a minute and looked up. All I could see was a man dressed in
black. Even with his hoodie down over his face, I could not describe him except about 5 ft. 9 in., dressed in
black with no color on him at all. Half-way to the donut shop I put it together. This is the guy walking around
opening car doors and taking only small stuff he can carry. He works hard not to be identified and walks quickly from street to street. When I returned from the donut shop, which is less than two minutes away, I drove
down several streets but could not find him. This guy eludes people and police. So, as we are fast asleep, on
whatever weekend you are enjoying, he is out there, walking around and testing all vehicle doors that are left
outside. He will steal anything small and valuable, that he can carry. If you are wondering why he picks a certain day and just happens to get your stuff, it’s because he is out there every morning. I will report this to Officer Lee and see if anything can be done. Remember to lock those vehicles and keep them parked as far up
your driveway as possible. Better yet, clean out that garage for parking. Then don’t worry about it and sleep
like a baby. Happy zzzzzzzz’s!
Your Security board member,
Ron Matthews

Winchester Trails HOA meeting date change
The Board will be changing the HOA meetings from Wednesday to Tuesday evenings. The meetings are still
on the first Tuesday of the even month. So, February, April, June, Aug, Oct, and Dec. for 2018.
There is a lot going on in the Trails, so please try and come. We look forward to your attendance.
Your HOA Board

Winchester Trails management company name change
Severn Trent/PCMI has changed its name to INFRAMARK.
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Green Thumb Corner
Cooler weather means that nothing is growing very quickly, and that's probably a good thing because we have plenty of
other activities to keep us busy during the holiday season. But there is still a lot that can be done in the yard and garden if
you have some spare time on your hands, such as pulling up those usual winter weeds that tend to show up in our lawns
whenever the grass is in poor health. This is the season for soil cultivation, planting of new trees and shrubs, fertilization
of established ones, pruning, mulching, clean-up and bed preparation. A little effort expended now, while it's pleasantly
cool, will get things in good shape and reduce the workload when spring warmth returns.
December and January are generally considered the best for planting trees and shrubs in our region. Before planting, check
drainage by digging a hole and filling with water - if it takes more than 24 hours to drain, you will need to improve the situation by digging an 'X'-shaped trench pattern filled with good soil to provide drainage away from the center (or find a better location!). Another plan is to create an elevated mound for planting, and this also adds a nice accent to the landscape.
Another tip for a poor drainage area - avoid the temptation to plant a tree in a hole filled with a good porous medium, because you may just be creating a "sponge" that causes waterlogged roots; always backfill the hole with the same soil that
you dug out. Unfortunately, one of the most common causes of failure is a waterlogged root system due to our poordraining clay soil, so avoid low areas at all costs. Trees should not be fed during their first season, except for the application of a weak fertilizer solution as a root stimulator. Established trees can be most conveniently fed when the ground is
soft after a rainy spell. Feed trees by using a stake or a length of pipe to drive a series of holes a foot deep and a foot or so
apart around the drip line, and apply a small handful of general-purpose fertilizer (such as 12-24-12) in each hole. A good
rule of thumb is to apply a total of about one and a half pounds for each inch of trunk diameter. If your pine trees have very
pale green or yellowish needles, that’s a sign that the soil is too alkaline, and the cure is to include a soil acidifier with the
fertilizer (an iron supplement such as Ironite serves the purpose well). Magnolias also need acid soil conditions, so use special azalea/camellia fertilizer or add a soil acidifier.
Fruit trees should be planted in January, and established trees can be pruned to eliminate any dead growth and to open
up the center for light and air circulation. Other trees and woody shrubs may also be pruned, except for the spring
bloomers where you might be cutting off this season’s potential blooms. Crape myrtles can tolerate heavy pruning –
cut them back to a few “broomstick” stems if you wish, or groom to any shape you desire. Nandina and similar shrubs
can be pruned by cutting out unwanted canes at the base or by cutting back up to one third of cane height. The fruit
trees (and others) can be sprayed with dormant oil in January to eliminate scale and other insect pests that may have
over-wintered in the bark. The “dormant” label refers to the fact that the oil is applied when the tree is dormant, and
the oil is not an insecticide but kills the bugs by suffocation.
Take the opportunity to fill in any low spots in the lawn while they are easy to spot during this period when the grass is
dormant. Use weed-free top soil or sand and don’t bury the grass too deeply at each application – try to leave the tips
of the grass blades sticking out to encourage it to grow through.

November was the best time for planting pansies, but they may still be transplanted in December. They can really brighten
up a drab winter landscape, whether in beds or containers. Pansies don't need much attention, but they will benefit from a
monthly feeding of manure, super-phosphate or a liquid high-phosphate product. More blooms will be promoted by removing spent or faded flowers.
One more reminder about spring-flowering bulbs if you didn’t get them planted in November. Most spring bulbs can be
planted any time in December, but tulips which should be kept in the refrigerator until the end of the month and then planted between Christmas and New Year's Day (a convenient chance to get a little exercise between the two holidays!).
Azaleas and camellias may be moved at this time and should be kept moist to reduce the risk of cold weather damage.
Acidify the soil if necessary. It's a good idea to check the pH value with one of the chemical kits available from the nurseries, or with a meter. As chrysanthemums and other perennials finish blooming, cut flowering stems close to the ground to
allow all the energy to be used for root growth. They can be divided and transplanted any time from now until March, but
the sooner the early‑blooming varieties are moved, the earlier and better will be their blooms. Roses should be kept well
watered and may be fed lightly; groom out any dead wood, but do not prune heavily until January or February. If you want
to enhance your landscaping, now is a good time for planting new flowering shrubs, both deciduous and evergreen.
Continued, page 6
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Yard of the Month

Jordan and Sabrina Kirwin
10410 Minturn

Congratulations!
Green Thumb Corner, continued from page 5
Clean up the beds where fall flowers have finished, and prepare next year's beds now to allow time for settling and
weathering, adding lots of humus and also gypsum to break up the clay. In established shrubbery beds a good layer of
mulch is just as important in winter as in the heat of summer. Water well and watch out for winter drought. Be prepared to protect tender plants; cloth makes a better cover than plastic, but you can use the latter by rigging a "tent" arrangement to prevent the plastic from touching any foliage. You never know when we might get a surprise early frost,
so be prepared for quick action. Potted plants can be moved into the garage (put nails in the overhead beams for hanging baskets) and if it's really cold you can leave the lights on to provide some warmth.
HOLIDAY TIP: Winter pruning of evergreens such as holly, yew and juniper provides useful trimmings for Christmas
decorations, and you can also use the clusters of red berries from nandina shrubs.
Prich8935@aol.com
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New website for Winchester Trails — Townsquare
Winchester Trails now has a new website! The Winchester Country Trails Maintenance Association has partnered with PCMI to bring a subdivision website solution to the Trails. The new website is named Townsquare,
and it is developed by Nabr Network.
Townsquare is designed with features required for an official subdivision website. Listed below are just some of
the features for residents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Receive important Winchester Trails news
Post neighborhood news, alerts, etc.
Start a community group of your own (study groups, mother’s group, etc)
View the resident address directory, view sub-groups (i.e. Board, Committees, etc.)
Privately view status of your HOA account
View community calendar
Report a lost or found pet
Post items for sale or giveaway in the specific Classified section

As we continue to move content from www.winchestertrails.com to the Townsquare website, the old website will
be phased out.
Instructions for registering on Townsquare were mailed to residents, and if you have your email address on file,
you should have already received a welcome message. If you did not retain your letter, you can still register
online using the instructions below.
Your Board wants to do everything it can to make this a positive experience and valuable tool for our subdivision.
With emphasis on communications, please help us achieve that goal. We are working hard towards a two-way
street, where everyone gets an opportunity to discuss and promote ideas. Come be a part of that and make our
neighborhood a wonderful place to live.
Winchester Trails Board of Directors
Registering for the Townsquare website
1. Visit https://winchestercountrytrails.nabrnetwork.com.
2. In the top right of the page, above the Severn Trent logo, click Login.
3. In the TownSquare dialog that appears, click Need to register?
4. Follow the prompts.
You can provide either your HOA account number (you can find it on the dues invoice that was recently mailed)
or your first and last name as it appears in the HOA documents/deed. After the system verifies that you reside in
Winchester Trails, you receive an email with login credentials.
If you need any assistance registering, you can visit https://townsquare.nabrnetwork.com/connect_support.php.
For other questions or help, you may contact security@winchestertrails.com or any other board member for assistance.
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Milestones
New Teenagers - Happy 13th!

Happy 15th Anniversary!

01/19 - Sydney Howard

01/05 - Christopher & Veronica Colon

New Drivers - Happy 16th!

Happy 25th Anniversary!

12/21 - Alyssa Barrientos

12/19 - Steve & Lynnae Schatz

01/15 - Avery Johnson
01/29 - Katelyn Smith

Happy 30th Anniversary!

01/31 - Vance Janik

12/11 - Grady & Laquita Douglas
12/12 - Jeff & Lilli Ann Miller

New Voters - Happy 18th!
12/16 - Michael Smith
01/02 - Nikasha Patel
01/14 - Isaac Hernandez

New Adults - Happy 21st!

01/23 - Alex Zegarra
Melissa Z directory@winchestertrails.com

DISCLAIMER: Articles in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Winchester Trails Board, Committee or volunteers (known as WCT). WCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in
articles whether drafted by Board members, committees or volunteers. Every effort will be made to provide correct and updated
information, and while WCT takes no responsibility, it will help with efforts to correct misprints.
Under no circumstances shall WCT be held for incidental or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or
any other liabilities from failure to publish in a timely manner.
Federal Copyright Laws prohibit the reproduction of previously published materials which include newspaper articles, magazine
articles, and web page articles without the original author’s expressed written consent. Please do not submit articles which are in
violation of this law.
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