
Winchester Trails  https://winchestercountrytrails.nabrnetwork.com

Copyright © 2018 WCT Winchester Trails Trail Writer—April/May 2018  

Trail Writer 
April/May 2018 

The official publication of the Winchester Trails 
Maintenance Association 

Upcoming events 
 

April 2018 
1 - Easter 

1 - April Fool's Day 

10 - Board Meeting 7 PM  

20 - 21 - Community Garage Sale  

22 - Earth Day 

23 - MUD #9 Meeting 7 PM at the District bldg 

May 2018 
5 - Happy Cinco de Mayo! 

13 - Happy Mother's Day! 

21 - MUD #9 Meeting 7 PM at the District bldg. 

26 - Ribbon-cutting for renovated pool area and new tennis courts 

28 - Memorial Day / CFISD Student Holiday 

TBD - Pool opens  

Ribbon-cutting ceremony 
Saturday, May 26 

 
You are invited to join us for a ribbon-cutting ceremony of  the  
Winchester Trails renovated pool area and new tennis courts. 

 
Mark your calendar, and watch for more information on  

townsquare and in eblast. 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Clubhouse Rentals 
  Ana Garza-Ibarra (voicemail returned w/in 24 hrs ) 

 ........................................................................ 281-970-2087 

Garage Sale 
  Diane Brinkmeyer ............. garagesale@winchestertrails.com 

Newsletter 
  Mary Gwynne ..................  newsletter@winchestertrails.com 

Pool 
  Jim Lewandowski ......................  pool@winchestertrails.com 

Security 
  Ron Matthews  ...................... security@winchestertrails.com 
  832.878.1005  

Social Committee 
  Open .........................................social@winchestertrails.com 

Tennis Committee 
  Open ........................................ tennis@winchestertrails.com 

Website, Directory Editor, and eBlast 
  Melissa Zmerzlikar ............... directory@winchestertrails.com 

Welcoming 
  Leah Fordham ...................... welcome@winchestertrails.com 

Yard of the Month 
  Suzanne Queen .......................... yom@winchestertrails.com 

MAINTENANCE ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS 

Ian McCrory ......................... president@winchestertrails.com  
Ron Matthews security@winchestertrails.com or 832.878.1005  
Jim Lewandowski ........................ pool@winchestertrails.com 
Paulette Laurant ..................... secretary@winchestertrails.com 
Danette Isaacs ........................ treasurer@winchestertrails.com  

MUD #9 OFFICERS 

Kevin Ancell, President ................  kancell@ancellenergy.com 
281-894-6476 
Wayne Wilcox, Vice President .........   wwilcox2@comcast.net 
281-894-6233  
Jim Giese, Assistant Secretary .......... james.giese@yahoo.com 
281-890-5207 
Steve Sheeran, Director ..............  steve.sheeran@outlook.com 

281-312-7183 

Sheriff (Non-emergency)  ....................................713-221-6000 

Inframark—PCMI (Trails mgmt.)  ......................281-870-0585 
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Do you or any of your neighbors need this newsletter  to 
be delivered to your mailbox? 
Call Mary Gwynne at 832-541-5697 to have your name and 
address added to the list of those receiving this newsletter in 
their mailboxes. 

Teenage Job Seekers 
 

B P Y O H Name Birthday Phone 
 

 P Y O H Bischoff, Micah 5/02 281-686-5582 
B     Rucker, Rachel+ 06/00 713-301-1871 
 P   H Wheelock, William 11/18/03 281-477-9270 
 

Attention Teen Job Seekers! 
To be added or deleted from these service lists,  

please email Melissa Zmerzlikar at  
directory@winchestertrails.com.  

At age 19, you will automatically be dropped. 
 

B=Baby-sitting P=Pet-sitting Y=Yardwork  
O=Odd Jobs H=House-sitting 

 
(*)=Red Cross Certified (**)=CPR Certified 
(***)=First Aid Certified (+)=Red Cross, CPR and 
First Aid certified 
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Thank you,  
Barbara Riley! 

 
Many, many thanks to Barbara Riley for her years of 
service to the Winchester Trails community. 
 
Barbara, we will miss you! We wish you all the best in 
your retirement. 

Property crime report 
February/March 2018 

According to the reports by the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office, published on 
http://www.CrimeReports.com, property crimes 
reported in the Winchester Trails neighborhood 
during the months of February and March 2018 are 
as follows: 
 
Theft-Grand and larceny—Crazy Horse 
 
Please report anything suspicious to the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Department at 713-221-6000. 
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Improvements to the pool area and new tennis courts—in progress! 
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Winchester Trails Homeowner Association   
Board Update 

 
Concrete & Courts Project Update 
   
Everything is coming along with this project in spite of the many technical problems Jim Lewandowski has 
had to work around or find solutions for. Overall, we have been blessed with good weather that has allowed 
us to stay on schedule.  Pool should open by June.  Below are some updates. 
 
Recently, we had a change with the wading (also called, children's) pool. We found leaks and other prob-
lems with this small pool. The costs of repairing the small pool were not anticipated and were therefore not  
covered in the original cost projection.  The Board decided to remove the wading pool while we were in the 
process of repairing the concrete. It seemed a good time to plug it up and not continue through future years 
with the costly problems associated with retaining that pool. The Board did take a few days to look at alter-
natives, like splash pads, but nothing could be decided in the time frame allowed. We hope at some point in 
the future to be able to add another attraction for our smaller residents. 
 
From the photos on page 4 of this newsletter, you can see we made another decision, to remove the 6' wood 
cover that previously held the twelve posts. This has opened up an area that gives us additional outside 
space and more sun on the clubhouse side of the pool. We hope everyone enjoys the extra space. We won't 
forget to relocate the outside sprinkler. 
 
Another update is to announce that we will be upgrading from pool tags to Access Cards. Access cards will 
be used for pool and tennis, while the clubhouse rental procedure remains the same. We may still retain the 
pool tag day and use it to give out the new access cards. That way we don't have to deal with things missing 
in the mail. There will be a small fee for the card, and only one card will be required per family.  We know 
you will have questions, and today I don't have all the answers, so bear with us as we get closer to defining 
implementation plans. 
 
The Singles play backboard was changed from wood to Cinderblock.  That will give tennis players a much 
better bounce back than the wood. We are still waiting for that excellent tennis volunteer that's com-
ing. This position requires no access cards or security duties. Basically, the job will be to get tennis residents 
in touch with each other, promote leagues, and once in a while write a brief newsletter article. How much 
time can that take? An hour a month?  I know someone is out there, not afraid to help and or grow a pair of 
wings. Let us hear from you. 
 
Looking forward to using our new facilities. 
Ron Matthews - Board 
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Minutes of the Winchester Country Trails Maintenance Association, Inc. 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 10, 2018 
 

 

Quorum was established; meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm., the Vice President being in the chair 
and the Secretary being present as well as Liz Trapolino, our Manager with Inframark. The minutes of 
the last meeting were approved. 
 
Reports: 
Security: Officer Bible, filling in for Officer Lee, reported we only had 3 reports in March, 2018. Overall, security 
is good. Officer Nagel will assign Officer Jackson to collect traffic stats for six (6) with regard to reported speeding 
on Rio Grande within The Trails. 
 
Website: The board continues to be discussion with Inframark and Melissa Z. regarding the transition from the 
old website to Town Square.  
 
Landscaping: As part of our construction project, we have made updates and corrections for several drainage 
problems. 
 
Social: Ribbon Cutting Event to celebrate the completed Pool/Tennis Court Project will be Saturday, 
May 26, 2018. Ronnie and Mitzie Costello will be the chair-couple for the event. Board approved a 
$100.00 gift card from our Social budget for Barbara Riley’s retirement. Barbara was our manager for 
many years. 
 
Pool: Project underway. Lifeguard training will be held Saturday, April 28, 2018 at our clubhouse. 
Pool opening date TBD. 
 
Tennis: Tennis Courts Project under construction. 
 
ARC: The board continues to address issues with residents who fail to submit required ARCs. 
 
Financial: We are in good standing financially. 
 
Future Project: Get estimate on putting hot water in the pool area bathrooms. Should the board make the deci-
sion to remove some shrubs, our community Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts under Robert Dunn and Rosalie Tran’s 
leadership, will be asked to help in that effort to earn merits.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm 
 
Paulette Laurant, Secretary 
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Green Thumb Corner 
 

Spring is here again and the onset of warmer weather is promoting vigorous growth, so it’s time to get busy in the yard 
and garden to keep pace with nature. There are lots of colorful bedding plants in all the nurseries and the April/May 
period is a good time for planting if you didn't get an early start last month. For best results, make sure the beds are 
raised and take the time to cultivate the soil and add lots of organic material. Keep the transplants well watered and 
give them a boost with a weak feeding solution made by mixing a tablespoon of 12-24-12 or 13-13-13 general purpose 
fertilizer in a gallon of water, or use one of the labeled “starter solutions”. Avoid heavy feeding until plants are well 
established. 
 

Summer bulbs can be planted now - cannas, gladiolus, dahlia and caladium provide choices of color and height. Caladiums 
do well in shady areas, although the red varieties like some sunshine; for best results, wait until the soil temperature gets to 
70 degrees. If you want instant color you can buy caladium plants rather than waiting a few weeks for the bulbs to produce 
results. Other sun-loving  plant favorites are vinca, petunia, lantana, marigolds and begonias, and for shady areas you can’t 
go wrong with impatiens for a show of bright colors. 
 

Regular readers probably get tired of the continual references to mulching, but it is important for all flowers, shrubs and 
trees. It helps retain moisture, stabilizes soil temperature, prevents caking or erosion of the soil, deters weeds and makes it 
easier to pull out those that do poke through, as well as enhancing appearance. Smells good, too! A 2" to 4" layer of coarse 
shredded pine bark mulch is ideal, or you can use composted leaves and pine needles that you may have collected during 
previous seasons. 
 

Azaleas may be pruned, and the feeding period begins now that blooming is over. The recommended regimen is two or 
three light feedings every four to six weeks between now and the end of June, using one of the special high-acid formulas. 
Or you can use general purpose 12-24-12 and supplement with a soil acidifier such as copperas. The high-phosphorous 12-
24-12 is also good for roses and hibiscus, both of which like a monthly feeding schedule. Other spring-flowering shrubs 
such as spirea (bridal wreath) may be pruned after blooming, and you can prune and repot the poinsettias. This is also a 
good time to feed crape myrtles to promote summer bloom, and make sure you have some fungicide on hand in case of 
white powdery mildew. 
 

Chrysanthemums tend to spread like crazy, and it's a good idea to divide and transplant at the end of April or early May. 
The new shoots will produce more vigorous growth than the old central roots. Chrysanthemums are biologically pro-
grammed to bloom in October when we have equal hours of daylight and darkness, but in our southern climate we may 
also get a bonus flowering session in spring after a mild winter. Throughout the summer, keep pinching back the tips for 
bushier growth and more blooms. 
 

As the temperature starts climbing back into the 80's the chinch bugs are likely to be feeding on our carefully-tended grass 
again, and there isn't really any alternative to chemical treatment. Apply pesticide granules to the lawn and beds every six 
to eight weeks. This also controls fire ants and takes care of fleas and ticks, and a good application around the house foun-
dation helps to keep cockroaches out.  
 

An herb patch is an attractive and aromatic feature in the garden, as well as being very useful - it's great to be able to cook 
or garnish with freshly picked parsley, basil or cilantro. Plants are available at the nurseries, and basil and cilantro both 
grow very quickly from seed. Rosemary, thyme and oregano plants will survive for years in our climate, and mint is also 
perennial. 
 

In the vegetable garden, beds prepared at least two weeks earlier are ready for planting seeds now that the soil is warming 
up. Beans, squash, cantaloupe, cucumber and corn are all rewarding crops which can provide a good harvest from a rela-
tively small area. Okra and eggplant may be transplanted in April and May, and it's not too late for tomato and pepper 
plants. 
 

THIS MONTH'S TIP: After completing the main weekend chores of mowing and edging, it's easy to overlook the final 
cleanup along the curb. A few minutes spent in sweeping up the clippings from the street will really enhance the appear-
ance of your home and improve the quality of the neighborhood. 
 
Phil Richards 
Prich8935@aol.com 
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Yard of  the Month 

 Augie & Deb Quintero 
9214 South Pass Ln  

 

Congratulations! 
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New Teenagers - Happy 13th! 
05/06 - Chad Kanke 
 
New Drivers - Happy 16th! 
04/07 - Samuel Mlinka 
04/16 - Luke Rucker 
04/30 - Zachary Wilson 
05/13 - Addison Kanke 
05/20 - Micah Bischoff 
05/27 - Devyn Harter 
05/31 - Sejal Patel 
 

New Voters - Happy 18th! 
04/06 - Sissy Rodriguez 
04/08 - Maddie Beaudion 
05/25 - Chloe Enstad 
05/29 - Will Young 
 

New Adults - Happy 21st! 
04/04 - Jada Douglas 
04/04 - Jalaina Douglas 
04/17 - Lindsey Stonegraber 
04/29 - Mariah Barrientos 
05/14 - Julia Santell 
05/23 - Lillie Dixon 
05/28 - Cullen Cadena 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Happy 25th Anniversary! 
04/17 - Steve & Staci Atchison 
05/28 - John & Sheryl Dixon 
 

Happy 30th Anniversary! 
04/09 - Michael & Cindy Korenek 
04/16 - Brendan & Priscilla McCormick 
04/23 - Art & Cindy Formas 
04/30 - Manuel & Catherine Zegarra 
 

Happy 35th Anniversary! 
04/23 - Buzz & Kate Loeffler 
 

Happy 40th Anniversary! 
04/22 - Harold Gunn & Beth Wood-Gunn 
 

Happy 45th Anniversary! 
04/06 - Edmundo & Esther Flores 

 

Melissa Z directory@winchestertrails.com 

Milestones 
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DISCLAIMER:  Articles in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Win-
chester Trails Board, Committee or volunteers (known as WCT). WCT is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles whether drafted by Board members, committees or volunteers.  Every effort will be made to provide correct and updated 
information, and while WCT takes no responsibility, it will help with efforts to correct misprints. 
Under no circumstances shall WCT be held for incidental or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish in a timely manner. 
Federal Copyright Laws prohibit the reproduction of previously published materials which include newspaper articles, magazine 
articles, and web page articles without the original author’s expressed written consent. Please do not submit articles which are in 
violation of this law.  
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New website for Winchester  Trails — Townsquare 
 

Winchester Trails now has a new website! The Winchester Country Trails Maintenance Association has part-
nered with PCMI to bring a subdivision website solution to the Trails. The new website is named Townsquare, 
and it is developed by Nabr Network.   
Townsquare is designed with features required for an official subdivision website. Listed below are just some of 
the features for residents: 
 

• Receive important Winchester Trails news  
• Post neighborhood news, alerts, etc.  
• Start a community group of your own (study groups, mother’s group, etc) 
• View the resident address directory, view sub-groups (i.e. Board, Committees, etc.) 
• Privately view status of your HOA account 
• View community calendar 
• Report a lost or found pet 
• Post items for sale or giveaway in the specific Classified section 
 

Register online using the instructions below.   
 

Your Board wants to do everything it can to make this a positive experience and valuable tool for our subdivi-
sion.  With emphasis on communications, please help us achieve that goal.  We are working hard towards a 
two-way street, where everyone gets an opportunity to discuss and promote ideas.  Come be a part of that and 
make our neighborhood a wonderful place to live.    
Winchester Trails Board of Directors 
   
Registering for the Townsquare website 
1. Visit https://winchestercountrytrails.nabrnetwork.com. 
2. In the top right of the page, above the Severn Trent logo, click Login. 
3. In the TownSquare dialog that appears, click Need to register? 
4. Follow the prompts. 
You can provide either your HOA account number or your first and last name as it appears in the HOA docu-
ments/deed. After the system verifies that you reside in Winchester Trails, you receive an email with login cre-
dentials.  
If you need any assistance registering, you can visit 
https://townsquare.nabrnetwork.com/connect_support.php. 
For other questions or help, you may contact security@winchestertrails.com or any other board member for 
assistance.  
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